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WHO WE ARE

HOPE & LIGHT

SCHOOL MISSION
& QUAKER VALUES

Guided by Quaker principles and values, enriched by being in Palestine, and strengthened by
collaboration within the school community and with external partnerships, Ramallah Friends
School (RFS) offers children and youth with an academically rigorous, balanced, engaging and
inclusive learning environment of the highest quality standard, every day.

We inspire our students to become a living expression of a spiritual life, and be in constant search for
God in all human situations. By doing so, we nurture confidence and intellectual curiosity through
experiential learning and innovative application of knowledge and skills, enabling our students to
become independent, adaptable but principled, socially responsible, and internationally-minded
citizens.

RAMALLAH FRIENDS SCHOOL strives to be a leading educational institution in the Palestinian
community. The Lower and Upper Schools were founded in 1869 and 1901 respectively, for the
purpose of offering Palestinian youth a rigorous program guided by Quaker principles.

Central to Quaker education is a vitality that comes from being a living expression of a religious
life. A Friends School education seeks to promote a constant search for God to all human situations
and to cultivate ethical, moral and spiritual values.

Living Our Quaker Testimonies

INTEGRITY

Friends believe that our

words and actions must
reflect our truest selves.

COMMUNITY STEWARDSHIP
Friends believe that we
need each other, since
each and every one

of us is precious to our

community.

Friends believe that all
God's gifts are entrusted
to us for the sake of future
generations.
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LETTER FROM
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

At Ramallah Friends School we cultivate
community in the face of adversity. This
yearbook is a beautiful testament to our faith in
community and resolve to live life abundantly.

Great challenges no doubt faced both the proud
farming people of Ramallah and the Quaker
people of faith who founded Ramallah Friends
School in 1869. Yet today, 153 years later, the
school stands strong. The challenges have
shifted, but the grit to cultivate an open-minded
school community remains.

In1869, Ramallah must have been a busy village
in the hill region of Palestine, fortunate as it is
today, to have a view of the Mediterranean Sea
on a clear day. The people of Ramallah were
rugged farmers who grew grapes, figs, wheat,
and olives. Yet the difficulty of life, poverty,
oppression, and lack of opportunity would
have made building a school a formidable
task. Today, a grinding military occupation in
Palestine denies freedom to our school students,
staff, and families. A pandemic and climate
crisis cast an ominous shadow. What is perhaps
most unnerving is that injustice is normalized.
Freedom seems ever more distant.

Yet at Ramallah Friends School we quietly,
steadfastly cultivate community despite all
odds. Amidst a moment of adversity, the
great African American writer James Baldwin
cautioned not to normalize injustice in his essay,
Nothing Personal (1964):

For nothing is fixed, forever and forever and
forever, it is not fixed; the earth is always
shifting, the light is always changing, the
sea does not cease to grind down rock.
Generations do not cease to be born, and we
are responsible to them because we are the
only witnesses they have.

The searises, the light fails, lovers cling to each
other, and children cling to us. The moment
we cease to hold each other, the moment we
break faith with one another, the sea engulfs
us and the light goes out.

Here Baldwin calls us to keep the horizon
of freedom as our focus, however distant it
may seem. He broadens our scope outside of
ordinary bounds of human vision and calls us to
“hold each other” in a community of faith.

Moreover Howard Thurman, the African
American philosopher and minister, warned
that vibrant community cannot be taken for
granted. It must be cultivated. He wrote in 1971
in The Search For Common Ground, “Community
cannot feed for long on itself; it can only flourish
where always the boundaries are giving way
to the coming of others from beyond them —
unknown and undiscovered brothers.”

Let us keep these insights close as we explore the
pages of this amazing community. We are called
to seek the horizon of freedom and equality and
must continually cultivate community to reach it.

It is a gift to serve the Quaker school community
of Ramallah Friends School, composed of a
people who demand to live life in abundance.
May this yearbook and the ones to follow stand
as a demonstration of how we carry the spirit of
abundant life with us through the world.

Omar Tesdell
Clerk, Board of Trustees
Ramallah Friends School
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LETTER FROM

LOWER SCHOOL

PRINCIPAL

RFS turns stumbling blocks into stepping stones with Faith and Hope!

As Palestinians living under occupation, we
ceaselessly endure turbulence but never
succumb to the challenges of unrest. We have
not only learned to cope and mitigate the
impacts of adversity, but we have optimistically
grown stronger and more knowledgeable.
Quality education prevails at RFS regardless
of the learning landscape in our relentless
world. We innately respond to unprecedented
circumstances with utter conviction.

With hope and light, the educational journey
continues at RFS, driven by the full dedication,
sustained efforts, and cooperation of all the
stakeholders ensuring that students develop a
love for lifelong learning, especially through a
learning environment based on understanding
and respect. This was truly reflected in the PYP
evaluation visit this year in which we were met
with an outpouring of uplifting comments. One
comment that truly stood out was, “Not one child
is left behind.” We take great pride in being the
sole institution that provides inclusive education
to address the needs of every single child.

Oursuccessis collective, proofed, and steadfast.
We continue to learn and grow through every
obstacle that we face. We pave every unpaved
road to ensure that our students and our
community transition in times of uncertainty
to advance into the future. So, despite the
pandemic, deteriorating economic situation,
and living under occupation, we maintain our
consistency of the values we teach to our children
and continue to successfully provide to our
community through numerous programs such

as the white gifts program, community service
activities, environmental program, fundraising
initiatives in coordination with the PTA for less
fortunate families during Ramadan and Easter,
and many other activities and initiatives.

ThisisRFS,the hometogenerationsof thoughtful,
compassionate, internationally- minded, and
committed individuals who continue to work
together to provide a promising future for the
generations to come. It is a privilege to serve in
this historic Palestinian Quaker community led
by the light and hope that keeps us going.

Reflections from the PYP evaluation visit

“ No matters to be addressed, ”
“ Not one child is left behind, ”

Learning spaces are well designed like small
hubs with emphasis on developing a culture
that supports healthy relationships and effective
communication, ”

“ There’s a safe healthy nurturing environment, ”

Learning promotes and fosters international
minded people who are caring and respectful, ”

“ Strong leadership and governance constantly
looking where and how to improve, "

“ Resources and schedules are designed and
allocated to support teachers’ well-being, ”

“ Teaching environment and strategies enable
every student to pursue and meet their learning
goals. ”

Frieda Dahdah Khayat
2021/2022

LETTER FROM

UPPER SCHOOL

PRINCIPAL

HOPE & LIGHT

“There’s a trick to the ‘graceful exit.’ It begins with the vision to recognize when a job, a
life stage, or a relationship is over--and let it go. It means leaving what's over without
denying its validity or its past importance to our lives. It involves a sense of future, a
belief that every exit line is an entry, that we are moving up, rather than out.”

RFS is where | grew up. It practically runs
through my veins now. At the end of seven years
of service as the upper school principal, | cannot
help but recognize that this phase of my life and
RFS’s history has ended, and that we are all as
a community moving up into a new era. Let me
recognize the validity of the last seven years and
their priceless value to me, for | have learned
immensely from colleagues, parents and most
importantly students. When | was a student, my
beliefs, knowledge and skills were shaped at
RFS. | discovered my knack for chemistry, and
my passion for writing as a young teenager. But
then twenty years later, RFS proved once again
that it has a lot to teach me as an adult and
educator. My alma mater, forever and always.

Because human memory can be short, it is
important to recognize the achievements of the
last seven years at the upper school and to thank
the incredible team that made them possible.
From the increased success rate in the Diploma
Program, to the highest number of lvy league
acceptances, to university scholarships closing
in on SIOM, to the increased IBDP average,
and the successful evaluation of both the MYP
(twice) and the DP (once); all of these and more
belong to the RFS community. They are the fruit
born out of teamwork and a strong sense of
belonging. Schools are made of people and
when people work together they achieve.

| once read that memory is the act of the past
in the present. | didn’'t quite understand what

-Ellen Goodman

it meant until | worked at RFS. Here memory is
not only a passive act of remembering the past,
but rather an essential ingredient in shaping
the school’s present and future. Education is
accumulation, and it is only the achievements
and mistakes of the past that led us to where we
are today as a community.

At the end of every year, | sit to write this
letter, and | struggle. | struggle because at the
heart of what we do, at its very core, is love.
And how do you quantify love, restrict it to a
specific word count? Our days are filled with it;
sometimes it is happy and carefree; other times
it is tough. But, in the end it is indeed Love that
brings us together as a community. | always tell
students that even when disciplinary measures
are needed, they stem out of love. And when
discussions get heated between teachers, or
between parents, that heat is also generated
out of love. ltis because we care for the school,
its legacy, its existence here in Palestine that we
passionately defend it, serve it and continue to
be members of it.

So at the end of this year, as | make my ‘graceful
exit’, and as we all move up, not out, | urge you
to keep the heat,and preserve the love so that
many more generations of Palestinians have the
chance to be part of this community.

Riyam Kafri AbuLaban
2021/2022
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PARENT TEACHER
ASSOCIATION
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MEET RFS STAFF

SCHOOL LEADERSHIP

i P

rieda Dahdah Khayat Riyam Kafri AbuLaban
Head of School Lower School Principal Upper School Principal

A

a B

Adele Jaraiseh Eid

Lower School Deputy Principal

Huda Faramand

Middle School Deputy Principal

Ramzi Shaheen

High School Deputy Principal

11

34V IM OHM | INO 33LdVHD



CHA

e, e
41

PTER ONE | WHO WE ARE

13

12



HOPE & LIGHT

Z30W)

CHAPTER

;-

15

14



CHAPTER ONE | WHO WE ARE

YEARBOOK 2022

Samia Rafidi

LOWER SCHOOL
ADMINISTRATION TEAM

e

Rola Abu Al Homos

Administrative Assistant Sub Secretary

KG Head Office Manager

16

UPPER SCHOOL
ADMINISTRATION TEAM

Fadia Rafidi

Administrative Secretary

Administrative Assistant Secretary

HOPE & LIGHT

IB COORDINATORS

darists: PHA
Mohammad Habba
MYP Coordinator

Sandy Ziadeh

PYP Coordinator DP Coordinator

NURSES

i pULYE - o = i r

Upper Campus Nurse

Sawsan Hamarsheh

Lower Campus Nurse

17

34V IM OHM | INO 33LdVHD



YEARBOOK 2022 HOPE & LIGHT

HEAD OF SCHOOL OFFICES FINANCE DEPARTMENT
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Salim Zughayer Jumana Thalji Mark Bauman Besan Jaawan Diana Khou Inas Jibril Sama Nasser Ahmad Anbar
IT Manager Administrative Assistant to the All School Quaker Life Development Chief Accountant Deputy Chief Accountant Treasurer Accountant
Head of School & Financial Aid Coordinator & Communications Manager

Coordinator

PROJECTSERACILITIES HUMAN RESOURCES
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Amal Abu Nimreh Hilal Sabaneh Lamis Abu Nahleh

Alaa' Barghouthi
Human Resources Officer Human Resources
Procurement & Facility Engineer Facility Coordinator & Accounting Coordinator
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LOWER CAMPUS UPPER CAMPUS
SUPPORT TEAM SUPPORT TEAM
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Ahmad Mizher Imad Dagher Inshirah Loulou Abdel Rahim Nakhleh Akram Odeh
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LOWER CAMPUS TEACHERS
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KINDERGARTEN
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Amal Abdelnour Amal Shabaneh Anita Charlie
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Ghada Habash

Assistant

Assistant Assistant
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LOWER CAMPUS TEACHERS

KINDERGARTEN
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Mai Jayousi
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Assistant Assistant

Salma Judeh
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Maram Beshari

Assistant
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Nadine Burbar aneen Abdelrahim Rola Noubani
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LOWER CAMPUS TEACHERS LOWER CAMPUS TEACHERS

FIRST SECOND THIRD FOURTH
GRADE GRADE GRADE GRADE
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Maisoun Obeid Jumana Khayyat Dima Akkawi Hadeel Barghouti Maha Atallah Narmeen Dabbas
Grade Level Head Teacher Grade Level Head Teacher Third Grade Assistant Fourth Grade Assistant
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A
Noura Makhlouf Rose Hilaneh

Grade Level Head Teacher

Nisreen Abu Ayyash
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Tala Farah Wala Dawod Saffiyeh Awa Rula Al-Hayek Sabira Abu Nassar

First and Second Grade Assistant First Grade Assistant Second Grade Assistant
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Salwa Al Ahwal

24 25



YEARBOOK 2022 HOPE & LIGHT

LOWER CAMPUS TEACHERS LOWER CAMPUS TEACHERS

FIFTH ENGLISH ART
GRADE TEACHERS COUNSELORS * 1o A RTMENT
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Fareeda Abdallah Georgina Bosheh

Fifth Grade Assistant
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Khaled Abu Saber Tatyana Abdelkader
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Linda Khalaf

MUSIC DEPARTMENT
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Issa Jildeh Jalal Nader
te
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Sub teacher

Marline Mrebe Rana Zaibak
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LOWER CAMPUS TEACHERS

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
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Hiba As'ad Saad Aldeen Rasas

Assistant

IT AND MULTIMEDIA
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Mohammad Nafe Nadine Haj Abed Issa Rubou Radwan

IT Assistant Senior Librarian Teacher and Edunation Support
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LOWER CAMPUS TEACHERS

LEARNING
SUPPORT DAY CARE
DEPARTMENT

Amana Fawadleh Arlette Kaoud
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First Grade English Teacher
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Rana Mustaklem Yasmine Al-Ejel

Head of Learning Support
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UPPER CAMPUS TEACHERS
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ARABIC DEPARTMENT
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[ Islam Hussein ] Mo'ayad Deek Rasheed Al Wawi
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UPPER CAMPUS TEACHERS

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
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Abla Jabaiji Adam Rafidi Alia Dar Amar
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Amal Arafat Elizabeth Tesdell [ Hanan Wuhush ]

Head of Department

's E 'a., '1
r é’! igg*

Maher Shalabi Marwah Jilani
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UPPER CAMPUS TEACHERS

32

MATH DEPARTMENT
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Sally Shatara Shadi Abu Latifeh
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UPPER CAMPUS TEACHERS

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT
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Abdallah Balbaisi Anan Barghouth Jaffal Zahran
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Raed Shehadeh Rose Salhi Sameer Abu Al Rub
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UPPER CAMPUS TEACHERS UPPER CAMPUS TEACHERS

INDIVIDUALS & SOCIETIES DESIGN TECHNOLOGY
DEPARTMENT DEPARTMENT
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[ Miraj Othman ] Mohammad Dawoud
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UPPER CAMPUS TEACHERS

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

DEPARTMENT
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UPPER CAMPUS TEACHERS

LEARNING SUPPORT
DEPARTMENT

LIBRARIANS - COLLEGE
COUNSELOR

37

¥V IM OHM | ANO 33LdVH)D



CHAPTER ONE | WHO WE ARE

s, _

5 . = 7,

g

HOPE & LIGHT

i S
m—— T



CHAPTER ONE | WHO WE ARE

29V IM OHM | INO ¥3LdVHD



CHAPTER ONE | WHO WE ARE

sasaew

—

] 4
S awes

29V IM OHM | INO ¥ILdVHD



OUR LIGHT & JOY




YEARBOOK 2022 HOPE & LIGHT

WE ARE 12" GRADE

Suleiman Najjab Tala Meari
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Lour Jarallah Melina Abdelnour Zaina Jamous Zainah Issa Zeineldeen Badriyeh

Mousa Khader Natalia Imseeh Omar Aburub Omar Qudsi
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WE ARE 12" GRADE
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Shadi Toubassi Tala Kumkam Tarek Badran

Jamil Khalaf Jana Bassalt Jessenia Salama Lareen Barghouthi Thaer Ajaj
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WE ARE 12" GRADE

Dareena Haddad

Tia Tawasha Tony Imseeh
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Jamil Al-Tarif Yasmeen Bandak Zeina Kaibni Zeina Khoury
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Joud Zughayer Lara Durzi Marcelle Yaish Maya Issa
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Naim Abu Altayeb Zeena Madi Ziad Abu-Shararah Ziad Dajani

Sami Al-Azzeh Sarah Mattor Silvania Mardirossian Tala Khalil
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WE ARE 4™ GRADE
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Alexsandra Sarsar

o

Charbel Qahoush

Dana Almimi

~

I

il

Fares Abu Ein Haya Hasan Ibrahim El-Khoury Jad Hijazi

160

Yousef Tarifi

HOPE & LIGHT

161

(@)
L
>
v
|
m
~
-
3
o
O
-
A
-
@
I
_l
Qo
O
=<




p
O
o
-
anl
O
—l
(a4
>
O
O
S
-
(24
L
-
o.
Jg
XL
O

YEARBOOK 2022

WE ARE 1 GRADE

g ‘A I e -
Aleen Awwad Ali Abualhomos

-~ L

v

George Kahwaji

Maurice Ziadeh Maya Ghawanmeh Nai Bazzar

162

AT &

Zaid Stephan

Tia Assi

Riena Rayan

HOPE & LIGHT

163

(@)
L
>
v
|
m
~
-
3
o
O
-
A
-
@
I
_l
Qo
O
=<




YEARBOOK 2022 HOPE & LIGHT

WE ARE 1 GRADE
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SOCCER < BASKETBALL = - & = HANDBALL ® TENNIS ® TABLE TENNIS ®

9" grader
Leen
Khoury
won 24
place in the
Ramallah

& El-Bireh
Governorate
Table
Tennis
Tournament
for Girls

TABLE TENNIS »
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CHAPTER FOUR | CULTIVATING SEEDS

YEARBOOK 2022 HOPE & LIGHT

White Gifts,

Service as
Action, and CAS
Programs @ RFS

RFS young students begin their journey of social responsibility through bake sales, as part of the
White Gifts Program. Once they are at middle school level, they engage in a range of service
activities within the Middle Year Program’s (MYP) Service as Action (CAS). High school students
complete their Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS) activities alongside their academic studies as an
essential element towards achieving their International Baccalaureate Diploma.

All three programs are means for students to learn about fundamental concepts such as giving
and collaborating. Community service is at the heart of RFS mission, embedded in its Quaker
values and aligned with the International Baccalaureate program. RFS students are provided
with opportunities beyond the classroom, they are provided with valuable insights into their
community and practical application of their knowledge in the real world. RFS
seeks to help its students not only to grow as successful adults,

Sd33s éNIlVAIl1ﬂD | 4NO4 YILdVHD

but as good people, where “each lives for
the other and all live for

God".
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; ~ use and protection of the

natural environment through
conservation and sustainable practices.

This year, RFS’ Environmental Clubs
were revived with students and
teachers planting and maintaining
= organic crops, and composting as
part of our student-learning centered
~ program.
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APPROACHES TO LEARNING (ATL) * THINKING SKILLS * CRITICAL THINKING + CREATIVITY AND INNOVATION + COMMUNICATION SKILLS - SOCIAL
SKILLS ¢ SELF-MANAGEMENT SKILLS - ORGANIZATION + AFFECTIVE ¢ REFLECTION « RESEARCH SKILLS * INFORMATION LITERACY « MEDIA LITERACY
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#RFS fourth grader Mirna Rabah won 2 place

in Edward Said’s National Music Conservatory’s
Palestine’s National Music Competition 2021.

#RFS students Salma Al-Aseely,
Alma Dugmagq, and Natasha
Aburdeneh won Palestine’s 1+,
5t and 8t places respectively
in Lions International Peace

Aseely also won 2" place across

Contest 2020-2021. Salma Al- ? i

Palestine, Jordan and Lebanon.

HOPE & LIGHT

Ninth grade students won @
Ramallah Municipality’s Annual
Environmental Art Competition!

| Nicole Ackall - I+t place!

Layan Imseeh & Lujayen
Tannous - 2" place!
Khamees Tannous & Laith
Ghozzi - 3 place!
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Exhibition
A culminating group project of the International

Baccaleareattue’s Primary Years Programme (IBPYP) that

ave a personal interestin exploring.
experience that uses the elements

kills and Action.
e 111334

AT T

students h
A student-led hands-on
of the PYP: Knowledge, Concepts, S
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MYP 10t Grade
personal Project

Exhibition

A culminating personol
project of the International n

chcoleoruatte's Middle

Years Programme (IBMYP), o

with students choosing to -

follow an interest of their m' L
own, working through the it = -

process of creation, and
then finishing with a final

roduct. -
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IBDP
Visual Arts
Exhibition

CHAPTER FIVE | LIFELONG LEARNERS

“Realms of Expression 2022”

RFS’ first IBDP Visual Arts Exhibition
showcased student-artists who produced
visual artworks to reflect their personal

aspirations.
The exhibition is an outcome of the
course that serves, as part of the IB
program, to create an environment that
nurtures creativity and cultivates open-
mindedness.
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IBDP TOK
Exhibition *

Class of
2022

RFS’ first annual IBDP Theory of
Knowledge Exhibition was held

@ the Upper Campus by Class of
2022.

Students were able to inquire,
think and make connections
between knowledge and the real
Weldlel!
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“YOU MAKE THE YEAR, __ WE MAKE THE BOOK.”
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